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COURSE SYNOPSIS
FACULTY CORE (2 x 3 credits)
MLAL1013 Qualitative Research Method (3 credits)
Synopsis:
The course comprises discussions on the fundamentals of qualitative research in language
and communication. Students are given exposure to different research paradigms and
various theoretical orientations. Methodological approaches in qualitative research will
be discussed leading to developing qualitative research designs based on students’
research interests. This course will enable students to identify and apply appropriate
methodologies in order to design and develop qualitative research instruments and
analyse qualitative data for language and communication research.

MLAL 1023 Quantitative Research Method
Synopsis:
The aims of this course are to provide students with the opportunity to assess quantitative
research methods that are used in social science studies for the purpose of applying these
methods in their own research. This course will begin by examining situations in which
quantitative research methods will be more useful in arriving at more significant findings.
Students will be required to distinguish key statistical terms and central statistical concepts
of descriptive statistics and inferential statistical analysis methods. In addition, the course
will outline the application of statistical analysis in handling, analyzing and interpreting data
obtained for quantitative language and communication studies. At the end the course,
students should be able to apply these statistical procedures to interpret the data collected
from their own research.

February 1, 2017

1

MASTER OF LANGUAGE IN COMMUNICATION AND DIGITAL CULTURE (MLCDC)
Taught Course Programme

PROGRAMME CORE (4 x 3 credits)
MLAC1113 Language and Communication Theories and Practices (3 credits)
Synopsis:
The aim of this course is to expose students to the key theories, concepts and practices of
language and communication. In this course, the theories and concepts of language use in
various types of communication will be critically reviewed. Students will be required to analyse
the practices and current issues of language and communication. This course will also introduce
students to media and digital communication and discuss their implications on society and
culture. As part of the assessment, students will be given an opportunity to conduct a small-scale
study examining the current issues of language and communication practices in different cultural
settings.

MLAC1123 Theorising Digital Culture (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course is dedicated to the analysis of digital cultures or cyber cultures that is the social
relationships that occur in the realm of new media like the Internet, video games, smartphones
and other high tech tools. Hence, this course will be more theoretically driven as students will be
exposed to the major concepts and methods to study issues in digital cultures and the related
inter-disciplines, such as ethnic, cultural and women's studies. The course is structured along two
overlapping paradigms: i) key concepts (e.g. culture, ethnicity, hegemony, gender, sexuality and
imperialism); and ii) various elaborated theoretical positions; race/ethnic theories, feminisms,
post-structuralisms, and post-colonial theories. At the beginning of the course, students will have
the opportunity to explore how the "digital" is impacting on society and changing our culture. In
the second half of the course, questions about theory and method will be grounded via a critical
analysis of current issues in the digital culture as well as an examination. At the end of the course,
students will have a thorough knowledge of the major theories which will lay the groundwork for
further research work.
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MLAC 2113 Computer Mediated Communication (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course provides overview of theories and applications of technology in disseminating
information with relevance to the fundamental concepts of CMC. Established and emerging
modalities of computer mediated communication and mediums will be explored to further
understand how human-to-human communication interactions have been influenced or altered
through the use of computer technology. Using computer technology as a tool for
communication, students will discuss and review critically issues on CMC from both research and
practical perspectives.

MLAL1153 Seminar in Language, Communication and Cultures (3 credits)
Synopsis:
In this course, students will examine key issues related to the intersection between language and
culture. Students will be required to review and engage in an academic forum discussing a range
of current research in the study of language, linguistics and culture. In addition, students will gain
experience from conducting a small-scale research project as part of the assessment in this
course which provides practical training for students who intend to carry out research in the area
of language, linguistics and culture.
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ELECTIVE COURSES (Choose ONLY FOUR)
MLAC2113 Corporate Communication and Emerging Media (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course will focus on the management, strategic planning, and implementation of
communication techniques to resolve corporate dilemmas. Topics reviewed in this course will
include Communications theory; organizational behaviour; human and public relations
management; and professional ethics. In addition, with the digital media revolution which has
created new corporate challenges, this course will require students to examine how
organisations have adapted to latest trend, create value and relationships with offline and online
stakeholders. At the end of the course, students will be required to examine the use of emerging
media in corporate communication via a professional or consultancy project in which they will
apply research principles to support academic and professional thinking in the corporate
communication.

MLAC2123 Health and Wellness Communication (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course will expose students to the theory and research in health and wellness
communication by examining the key concepts of health, wellness, illness and disease. At the
beginning of the course, students will examine the different analytical approach to the study of
health and illness. Students will have the opportunity to evaluate current issues in health
communication with a particular focus on the growing trends of promotion, health care and
information delivery via a broad range of e-health applications (e.g. health websites, health blogs,
YouTube videos, health care system portals and mobile health applications). As part of the
assessment, students will be required to critically assess current research in health
communication and conduct a case study in which they will select and analyse data on health in
different domains. At the end of the course, students should be able to design and conduct a
small-scale research examining current health and wellness-related communication issues.
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MLAC2133 Institutional and Organisational Discourse Studies (3 credits)
Synopsis:
The aim of the course is to expose students to the communication behaviour and networks within
organisations as well as different approaches in the study of talk and interaction in institutional
settings. During the course, students will refer to theories discussed in the core module Language
and Communication theory in order to examine the 'institutional' character of institutional
discourse. The institutional domains that are studied may vary, including professional-client
encounters in political, bureaucratic and business settings. In general, the course will
demonstrate the ways of identifying and studying the institutional character of talk and
interaction. At the end of the course, students should be able to assess the relationship between
particular institutional practices and varying discursive forms (accounting for participant
institutional roles, power relations, multiple audience - targeted talk, etc.)

MLAC2143 Language, Media and and Globalisation (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course will discuss the key concepts and theories in the study of media and digital
communication with an emphasis on the media’s a pivotal role in the globalisation process.
Students will examine a range of topic in traditional and new media including the process that
lies behind news production, the role of news values, and news stories as ideology. In addition,
this course will also focus on the role of media as the agent of globalisation. Students will evaluate
specific features, communicative and persuasive elements of traditional and the new media
technology. As part of the assessment, students will examine different media sites as potential
areas of research. At the end of the course, students should be able to critically assess data from
both the traditional and new media and the impact they have on global communication.

February 1, 2017

5

MASTER OF LANGUAGE IN COMMUNICATION AND DIGITAL CULTURE (MLCDC)
Taught Course Programme

MLAC2153 Multimodal Discourse (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course introduces students to the concepts of multimodality, which deal with different
modes of meaning making. The discussion of the course will start off with the application of
metafunctions of Systemic functional linguistic theory by Halliday to the theories of
multimodality. The focus will be on eliciting the ways in which the three metafunctions,
representation, interpersonal and textual, can be used to construe meanings. In addition,
students will be exposed to the issues of text-image relations, visual modality concepts, visual
metaphors and multimodal discourse, which play a significant role in social semiotics. At the end
of the course, students are given an opportunity to conduct a small scale multimodal study as a
means of applying the knowledge they would have gained through the course.

MLAC2163 Persuasive Communication (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course will examine the various theories and models that underpin the study of persuasion.
Students will identify and analyse the use of persuasive language and devices as well as other
elements for example culture, logic and motivation. This course will require students to critically
evaluate persuasive language and strategies in a variety of contexts (e.g. campaigns and
advertisements) in both the conventional and digital media. At the end of the course, students
should be able to demonstrate their understanding of persuasive communication and its key
elements and the different contexts and modes in which persuasion can be found.

MLAC2173 Popular Culture and the Internet (3 credits)
Synopsis:
The internet has grown from a fringe cultural phenomenon to a significant catalyst for cultural
transformation. In this course, students will explore the relationship of popular culture and the
Internet. It covers the discussion of apps, trends, and research in popular culture and the
Internet. At the beginning of the semester, the course introduces the theories related to pop
cultures. This is followed by in-depth discussions of specific case studies of popular culture and
the Internet. Finally, students will present their experience undergoing a real Internet campaign.
At the end of the course, students should be able to have a clear understanding of how popular
culture and the internet influences each other.
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MLAE1113 Issues in Language for Specific Purposes (LSP) (3 credits)
Synopsis:
The module aims to expose students to the theories, issues and ongoing developments in
Language for Specific Purposes (LSP) and the need for insights into and knowledge about current
research in LSP and specialised discourse. The topics that will be covered in this module include
issues in LSP research, research methods, assessments and use of information technology in LSP.
As part of the assessment, students will be required to read and critically assess current research
in LSP and apply knowledge on LSP theories, concepts, practices and research in evaluating a
selected LSP course.

MLAE1123 Language Learning Theories (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course introduces students to theories, issues, and research findings in the areas of first,
second, and bilingual language acquisition. Linguistic theories pertaining to the language learning
process will be critically reviewed. Factors which influence the success or failure of language
learning in naturalistic and, more importantly, in instructed environments will be discussed.
Authentic research articles related to language learning will be discussed via instructor- and
student-led discussions which will deepen understanding of the literature and enhance critical
thinking skills.

MLAE 2113 Bahasa Melayu Tinggi dan Budaya Digital (3 credits)
Synopsis:
Kursus ini menumpukan kepada perkembangan, ciri dan penggunaan bahasa Melayu Tinggi atau
bahasa Melayu baku. Pendedahan tentang bahasa Melayu Tinggi ini akan memberi peluang
kepada pelajar untuk mengetahui tentang aspek-aspek dalam pembakuan bahasa serta
mengenal pasti laras dan gaya bahasa Melayu sebagai bahasa wahana ilmu.
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MLAE 2123 Language Training Design (3 credits)
Synopsis:
The course provides students with knowledge of designing professional language training
programmes. It covers issues and principles related to syllabus and materials design in
professional contexts. Students will be exposed to the innovative integration of digital
communication in the training programmes. The course highlights key concepts and practices in
setting instructional objectives, planning language training programmes, designing syllabus, and
developing training materials.

MLAE2133 Literacy in the Digital Age (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course prepares students in understanding the concept of professional literacy which
involves the concept of community of practice. It covers three domains which include
professional literacy in private sectors, in education sectors and in governmental sectors with a
particular focus on the influence of digitized communication. At the beginning of the semester,
the course introduces the theories related to professional practices to students. In-depth
discussions of specific case studies of literacy in the different professional and digital
communities are provided throughout the semester. At the end of the course, students should
be able to have a clear understanding of professional literacy in the different domains.

MLAE 2143 Sociolingustics in Theory and Practice (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course covers key sociolinguistic concepts and topics relevant and useful within different
settings. Topics include sociolinguistic analysis for professional setting, workplace culture,
workplace communication, leadership and communication, power and communication in the
workplace, and language policy and workplace. This course offers theoretical knowledge as well
as practical knowledge which will be useful for students to examine and understand language
use and it social variables. Students will be introduced to the topics and level of analysis at both
macro and micro levels: the broader understanding of language and society as well as the specific
aspects of language, communication patterns, and speech behaviours. Such dual-level
understanding will allow the students to link the concepts to the real world setting that they
choose. The course will give an opportunity for them to embark on a project in order to allow
them to apply the knowledge they would have gained through the course.
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MASTER’S PROJECT
MLAC1084 Masters Project I (4 credits)
Synopsis:
This is an academic exercise for writing a research proposal. Students will be guided to write a
research proposal for their Masters project, by which students will conduct a study individually
to investigate the language use in different professional settings. Based on the knowledge
acquired in the taught courses and supervisor' guidance, students will identify a topic or research
area. They have to write the first three chapters which are introduction, literature review and
methodology. The written proposal should strictly adhere to the UTM thesis writing guideline.
Although Masters Project I and Masters Project II make a set, they are assessed separately.

MLAC2085 Masters Project II (5 credits)
Synopsis:
Students will conduct their study as proposed in Masters Project I, based on the knowledge
acquired in the taught courses and supervisor's guidance. At the end of this student, they will
produce a report for the Masters Project which includes introduction, literature review,
methodology, findings and discussion, and conclusion chapters. An oral presentation of the
project, with the presence of examiners, is compulsory as one of the final assessment besides the
written report. The written final report should strictly adhere to the UTM thesis writing guideline.
Although Masters Project I and Masters Project II make a set, they are assessed separately.
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UNIVERSITY GENERAL COURSES (Choose ONLY ONE)
UHAP6013 Seminar on Global Development, Economic and Social Issues (3 credits)
Synopsis:
Discussion on this subject includes issues related to globalization and development, economic
and social crisis that has become a global concern. It aims in developing skills in understanding
and analyzing global issues and recommending relevant solutions. Issues will be discussed in
details.

UHAW 6023 Philosophy of Science and Civilisation/ Seminar on Science Philosophy and
Social Development (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course discusses UTM’s philosophy and the philosophy of knowledge, concepts, goals,
history, and the importance of the philosophy of science, the relationship of science and religion,
and comparisons between Islam and Western science. This course also discusses the universal
view about God, nature and mankind, the role and importance in the formation of culture and
civilization, as well as the concept and importance of Maqasid Syariah in science. Also being
debated are the issues and challenges of civilizations between the West and the East;
development and the environment; economics and law; state administration and management;
scientific research; communications and information technology; and family education.

UHAF6033 Dynamics of Leadership (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course is intended to encourage students discover and develop their personal leadership
qualities. They will be exposed to leadership theories so that they could develop an insight that
leadership itself is a dynamic relationship based on mutual influence and common purpose
between leaders and followers. Levels of analysis of leadership theory: individual, group and
organizational.
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UHAZ6123 Malaysian Society and Culture (3 credits)
Synopsis:
This course is designed for international postgraduates from countries of non-Malay origins.
Students will be exposed to various aspects of the Malaysian culture such as belief system,
religious festivals, customs and etiquettes of different ethnic groups in Malaysia. Emphasis will
be given to the Malay culture as it makes the core for the Dasar Kebudayaan Kebangsaan.
Students will also be briefly introduced to basics of Malay language as the national language of
Malaysia.

ULAM 6013 Bahasa Malaysia Penulisan Ilmiah
Synopsis:
Kursus
ini
ditawarkan
kepada
pelajar
antarabangsa
program
Sarjana
dan Doktor Falsafah dari rumpun Melayu seperti Indonesia, Brunei, Selatan Thailand dan MelayuSingapura. Dalam kursus ini pelajar diberi pendedahan tentang penulisan karya ilmiah. Perkara
yang menjadi fokus kursus ini adalah aspek ejaan, tanda baca, ragam ayat, laras bahasa,
penulisan perenggan dan gaya penulisan. Di samping itu pelajar akan didedahkan dengan
format-format penulisan seperti penulisan literatur, kutipan, bibliografi, abstrak dan
penyuntingan.
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